Purpose Reflection
Some Biblical References to Help Guide our Thinking...

Matthew 28:19-20

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”’

Acts 1:8
... But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you,; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”’

Hebrews 13:15

‘Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise — the fruit of
lips that confess his name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with
such sacrifices God is pleased.’

Colossians 3:12-17

‘Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive
whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and
admonish one another will all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs
with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.’

Romans 15:2, 4-7

‘Each of us should please his neighbour for his good, to build him up... For everything that
was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.’

1 Peter 2:9, 12

‘But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God,
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful
light...

Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they
may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.’

Romans 12:5-6a
‘... 50 in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us...’



Ephesians 4:7,11-13
‘But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it...

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and
some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ.’

Ephesians 3:10-11

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose
that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.

There are, of course, many other relevant passages and ideas in the Bible. You may wish to
note down any others that you think are particularly helpful for us as we seek God’s purpose
for our church...

Example statements:

Our purpose is to Know Christ and Make Him Known.

Our purpose is to Make and Grow passionate disciples / followers of Jesus.

To be a Christ-centred community growing in faith and presenting the Gospel to others.
Our purpose and passion is the mission of Christ.

Our purpose is meeting God, growing disciples and reaching out.

List ideas about what should be included in our church purpose statement (this is not

about how we ‘word’ it):



